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"Rothiemurchus Forest is not just trees,
but a wonderfully rich network of habitats and wildlife,
interdependent and evolving. The conservation of this diverse,

living landscape does not happen by accident.

Long-term planning and sensitive management are
required to maintain and enhance the forest
for future generations."
Johnnie Grant of Rothiemurchus



Rothiemurchus Forest
covers an area of about
30 square kilometres and is believed
to comprise over 10 million trees.
The average age of Scots pine here
exceeds 100 years, with some
more than 300 years old.

Theancient Caledonian pine forest



Morethan just trees

Rothiemurchus includes one of the very few
significant areas of muskeg (bog woodland)
in Britain. This very unusual habitat has
formed over a 5,000 year period on
water-logged peat over bedrock.

It is marked by the presence

of decaying plants,

sphagnum moss and

small, stunted trees.



Fire is perhaps the
greatest threat to the forest
and its wildlife. A forest fire, once
established on peat, can take months
to put out. In 1960 a large area was
destroyed by the worst fire in recent times,
burning for four months until it was doused
by heavy rainfall. Just the heat from a
disposablebarbecue can ignite the peat.
The Rothiemurchus Ranger Service
makes nightly patrols in the
summer and regularly advises
visitors of the risks.

Room to manoeuvre



Woxdland wildlife

Rothiemurchus participates in the
Capercaillie LIFE project, a European Union
initiative to arrest the decline in these reclusive

ground-nesting birds. Early results show success.
The capercalillie breeding record at Rothiemurchus is
one of the strongest, following work to improve
their habitat and manage predators.



From treetop to forest floor

The rarely seen
pine marten is a member of
the weasel family and was at one
time nearly extinct. Along with
badgers, these are the most
popular nocturnal mammals
at Rothiemurchus, much-loved
by wildlife watchers.



Dragonflies prosper
in damp, open areas, such as
bog woodland and give a
spectacular display on a
warm mid-summer's day.
Rare hoverflies urgently needhabitat
improvement to encourage
their development and ensure
their survival.

Improving our knowledge



In 2006 the new Rothiemurchus Forest Plan was approved

by Forestry Commission Scotland following public consultation.
The plan defines what is required to sustain biodiversity in
Rothiemurchus over the next one hundred years. It means that
essential actions can be undertaken according to a widely agreed
forest management programme.

The forest plan is the latest initiative under the stewardship of the Grants,
Lairds of Rothiemurchus since the 16th century. Over those five hundred
years commercial timber harvesting has regularly taken place.

The Rothiemurchus remnant of the ancient Caledonian pine forest

has survived not by being spared the woodman's axe, but because it has
been encouraged to regenerate and provide sustainable yields of timber.



Four centuries of forestry

Until the early 1900s
the floating of logs from the forest to the

timber yards was a major Rothiemurchus spectacle.

The men who undertook this hard work were called floaters.
They accompanied the logs down the burnsto the River Spey,

freeing them as they snagged on rocks and vegetation.

The logs were then joined to make rafts and guided by

Spey floaters to the yards at the mouth of the river.



In recent times attention has turned more directly towards conservation.

The intensive tree planting and drainage programmes of the 1950s in Britain were

not embraced at Rothiemurchus. This helped to maintain the biodiversity of the native
pinewoods. The last 50 years have seen a policy of natural regeneration, allowing the
forest to recover during a time when the Highlands have welcomed a major increase
in visitor numbers and a wide range of recreational uses.

Today's forest plan represents teamwork between Rothiemurchus Estate,

Forestry Commission Scotland, Scottish Natural Heritage and The Highland Council.
The agreed programme aims to enhance habitats and protect key wildlife species.
Rothiemurchus Forester, Stuart Blackhall, is the driving force behind making this a
reality. Dr Philip Ratcliffe, a widely respected independent ecologist, built the forest
management strategy on sound ecological principles.



Forestry in action



Enjoying theforest

How you can help

We wecome your views
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